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The Internet is changing all the time. Just in the days it took me to assemble these handouts, sites were added or went inactive. This is a miscellaneous page of information to round out this handout package.

Helpful web sites to help you search better:

http://catalog.loc.gov/help/boolean.htm – Library of Congress page with explanation and examples of Boolean searching.

http://www.noodletools.com/debbie/literacies/information/5locate/adviceengine.html – A resource called “Choose the Best Search for Your Information Need”. Helps you decide where to start with a search, depending on what you are looking for.

http://hanlib.sou.edu/searchtools/ -- A page with dozens of links to searches, broken down by categories. Also includes “How to Search the Internet” articles.

Safe Searching Tips

1. Set up a junk email box using Yahoo or Hotmail or one of the other free services. Use this box address whenever you are surfing and have to put in an email address. It WILL fill with Spam, so go in and empty it periodically. This will help deflect some of the Spam from your actual mailbox.

2. Remember, not everyone on the Internet has good intentions. If you feel uneasy on a site or with information it requests, go search elsewhere. There are so many sites to choose from.

3. Have a good firewall in place on your computer, and active anti-virus software. A good FREE anti-virus that I’ve used for three years myself is Avast. (www.avast.com). You can pay for higher levels of it, but it works just great in the free version. Saves a lot on renewing Norton, etc. every year. Updates frequently, and runs quietly in the background – not a resource hog.

Writer-Specific Sites

I compiled a large set of sites with writers in mind, and posted it as an Excel spreadsheet on my website. (www.beccathewriter.com, click on Links and then Links Directory). There is also a hard copy of it as a customizable directory available in the conference bookstore. (Writer’s Little @ Book.) It includes explanations of what all the sites are.

Whether you do a directory like Writer’s Little @ Book or use some other system, establish a way to keep track of helpful websites. It will save you a lot of time whenever you need to get hold of specific information. Don’t just depend on “Favorites” – computers crash!

